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Why Adopting An Adult Dog Has Its Advantages 

So, you’ve recently adopted an adolescent 

or adult dog, or you’re planning to adopt 

one from a rescue group or shelter in the 

near future. Good for you! It generally 

takes adult dogs a lot longer to get      

adopted than those irresistible, pudgy       

puppies – even when they are calmer,   

better-socialized, house-trained, and past 

the “chew everything in sight” stage. 

There are a multitude of benefits when you 

bring an adult dog into your family. You 

don’t have to deal with those nasty-sharp 

puppy teeth. And because your dog has 

her adult teeth, she is less likely to chew 

everything within her reach. If not already 

housetrained (and many are), a mature 

dog at least has the physical ability to hold 

bowels and bladder for longer periods of 

time, and can usually learn appropriate 

bathroom habits quickly, with proper   

management and training. 

Healthy, mature dogs are capable of more 

physical activity than puppies, so if you’re 

looking for a ready-made exercise partner, 

you don’t have to wait months for your 

running buddy to accompany you as you 

prepare for your next 10k run.  

It’s not all smooth sailing though. If you’re 

grounded in the reality that no dog is   

perfect from the get-go, and you’re       

prepared to help your new dog learn your 

household rules, conventions, and codes of 

conduct starting on Day 1, his potential for 

success in your family is very good. 

Pat miller  

Behaviours like lifting his leg in the get

-acquainted room, counter-surfing to 

snatch toys or treats off the table, or 

leaping into your lap when you sit on 

a chair are likely to be repeated in his 

new environment. 

Don’t let these sorts of minor         

transgressions dissuade you from 

adopting the dog. All of these are 

typical for a nervous dog – and     

absolutely expected from puppies! 

What if your new adoptee does seem 

perfect? While that would be nice, it’s 

also possible that you will experience 

a “honeymoon period” with your new 

family member, one that may range 

anywhere from a few days to several 

months.  

 

Unforeseen behaviours may manifest 

over time, as the dog tests new      

behavioural strategies and discovers 

which ones are    

reinforced (by you, 

by other family  

members, by visitors, 

or by the              

environment), or as 

she recovers from 

the recent traumas 

in her life. She may 

become bolder 

about engaging in 

behaviours that 

were temporarily 

shut-down by the stress of her recent 

life experiences.  

If you’re prepared for unwanted              

behaviours to surface, it will be easier to 

work through them. If tempted to give up 

when poor manners emerge, keep in mind 

that your adoptee’s previous owner(s)   

already gave up on her at least once, if not 

several times. 

First Things First 

Management is also critical in modifying 

your adopted dog’s behaviour. The more 

often she gets to practice (and be          

reinforced for) an inappropriate behaviour, 

the harder it is to modify that behaviour. 

The behaviour becomes a well-practiced 

habit; she’ll be convinced that it will pay off 

if she just tries hard enough, or often 

enough. Don’t wait “to give her time to 

settle in.” Start reinforcing the behaviours 

you like the most (such as polite sitting) 

ASAP. 

Common (Mis)Behaviours in Adopted adult 

Dogs  

Here are some common 

misbehaviours you might 

find in adult shelter dogs, 

along with some tips on 

how to work with them. If 

you have to prioritise a list 

of undesirable behaviours 

that came with your    

adopted dog, I’d suggest 

you start with the first two 

that follow: house soiling 

and separation anxiety, as 

they are two that are most likely to cause 

your dog to lose her happy home, yet 

again. 

But no dog is perfect from Day 1 forward! Here’s how to help your newly 
adopted dog fit into your family fast! 
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House Soiling – Some adult shelter dogs 

are already housetrained. Some are not. 

Depending on how house-proud you are, 

house soiling may be a minor annoyance, 

or a major affront to your sensibilities. 

When you bring your adult dog home, 

assume she isn’t housetrained, and put 

her on an express puppy housetraining 

schedule: Under constant supervision 

(with the help of baby gates, closed 

doors, and leashes) or in a crate or      

exercise pen. Of course, you must crate 

train her if she isn’t already, in order to 

take advantage of this valuable           

management tool. If you just toss her in 

her crate and leave, you risk teaching her 

to hate her crate. 

Take her outside every hour on the hour 

for the first day or two, and reward and 

praise on the spot when she eliminates. If 

she seems to be getting the idea, over the 

course of a few days, gradually give her 

more house freedom and extend the time 

between trips outside. If gradual freedom 

results in house accidents, go back to 

more supervision (and clean the soiled 

spots well with an enzymatic cleaner  

designed for cleaning up animal waste). 

If you catch her mid-accident, cheerfully 

interrupt her with an “Oops! Outside!” 

Take her to her potty spot – and make a 

mental note to amp up your supervision 

and increase her bathroom opportunities. 

Do not make a big deal, or you risk    

teaching her it’s not safe to go in your 

presence. Good luck getting her to go to 

the bathroom on leash if that happens! 

At first, don’t crate your dog for more 

than four hours at a time. That might 

mean hiring a dog walker if no one in the 

family can come home and let her out at 

lunchtime. Eight hours at night is         

acceptable, as long as she is crated where 

you can hear her (preferably in your   

bedroom) if she wakes up and asks to go 

out. If your dog soils her crate or exercise 

pen during a reasonable period of       

confinement, you have a bigger          

challenge ahead of you. You may need to 

reverse crate train, which means putting 

her in the crate for short periods, only 

when you know she is “empty,” and    

having her under your direct supervision 

when she’s not crated. 

If your dog is having inexplicable         

accidents despite your excellent          

management, 

head back to 

the vet to     

determine if 

she has a    

urinary tract 

infection 

(which makes it         

impossible for 

her to hold her 

urine for very 

long), loose stools (which would make it 

impossible to hold her bowel movements 

for long), or some other condition that 

makes it difficult or impossible for her to 

be housetrained. 

“Marking” is a different behaviour from 

simple house soiling. It is sometimes (but 

not always) resolved by neutering.       

Persistent marking can be caused by 

stress. If that’s the case with your shelter 

dog, removing as much stress as possible 

from his life may help. You may need to 

engage the services of a qualified        

behaviour professional who uses positive 

reinforcement methods.  

Separation anxiety – Full-blown           

separation anxiety can be an extremely 

challenging behaviour to live with,     

manage and modify. For starters, most 

dogs with significant separation or      

isolation issues don’t tolerate a crate well, 

so the “confine them to keep them out of 

trouble” option isn’t available. 

The good news is that many of these 

dogs actually have separation (have to be 

with the one person the dog has         

connected to) or isolation (doesn’t like to 

be left alone) distress, rather than true 

anxiety. The intensity of canine behaviour 

with these conditions is on a continuum 

from low level intensity (unhappy, but 

calms down after a reasonably short time, 

without destroying the house) to extreme 

panic (dog injures himself, vocalizes     

non-stop for hours on end, and causes 

massive destruction to household). If your 

shelter adoptee is demonstrating anxiety 

on the extreme end of the continuum, a 

trip to the veterinarian for anti-anxiety 

 

Kaiser was listed for sale on Gumtree when Carolyn made contact with the 
owners and convinced them to surrender him to the club.  A young boy full 
of energy and life - he is now living with a young family in Bunbury. 



Why Adopting An Adult Dog Has Its Advantages 

medications is in order. This will make life 

easier for her, and for you, while you work 

to modify her behaviours. Dr Karen      

Overall’s very detailed, “Protocol for        

Relaxation” is useful for modifying           

separation/isolation distress 

(dogscouts.org/

Protocol_for_relaxation.html). A          

downloadable, auditory version can be 

found at championofmyheart.com/

relaxation-protocol-mp3-files. 

Vocalizing – There are many different kinds 

of canine vocalizations: barking, whining, 

howling, yelping, growling, and more. You 

may not want to stop all of your dog’s 

noisemaking, but there may be some you’d 

prefer to minimize. It’s important that you 

learn and understand what each one 

means before simply trying to make them 

all go away. There may even be some you 

decide you’d like to reinforce!  

Chewing – If you think adopting an adult 

dog is guaranteed to save you from     

chewing disasters, think again. While    

Continued... 

puppies are the masters of chewing 

behaviour, dogs really do chew 

throughout their lives. If a dog has 

been well managed, he will develop 

appropriate chew-preferences and be 

reasonably trustworthy around your 

possessions. If he was allowed to run 

amuck as a pup and chew whatever 

he wanted, then nothing in your 

home is safe. 

Of course, you have no way of   

knowing which you may have, so 

until she proves otherwise, you’ll need 

to assume that your new dog might 

chew anything she can get her teeth 

into. While you’re supervising and 

managing her behaviour for       

housetraining purposes in her early 

days with you, keep an eagle eye out 

for indications of inappropriate   

chewing (while, of course, providing 

her with appropriate chew objects). 

In relatively short order you should 

figure out if you’re home free on the 

chewing issue, or if you’ll need to          

completely overhaul her mouth behaviour 

management and redirection. Note: If 

chewing is accompanied by other          

undesirable behaviours such as general 

destruction, barking, and aversion to     

crating, consider separation or isolation 

anxiety as possibilities. 

Jumping up – Remember, your dog’s   

jumping up has nothing to do with      

dominance. She’s probably either trying to 

greet you, get you to pay attention to her, 

or perhaps seeking reassurance, if she’s 

stressed or frightened. 

The answer to this training challenge is to 

make sure that no one reinforces her for 

jumping up. Make sure that every person 

who wants to greet the dog is prepared to 

turn his or her back and step away from 

her when she jumps. 

Next, reinforce “sit” very generously, with 

high-value treats, to help this polite        

deference behaviour become her default 

choice (her first behaviour option – the one 

she chooses when she isn’t sure what to 

do) and make sure everyone gives her   

attention for sitting. If she’s jumping up for 

reassurance, determine what is stressing 

her and make that stressor go away until 

you can help her become comfortable with 

it. 

Pulling on Leash – Lots of dogs pull on 

leash. As annoying as it might be, don’t 

take it personally – and don’t blame     

dominance for this one, either! Dogs who 

pull just want to get where they want to 

go, and they want to get there faster than 

you do. If you want her to walk politely on 

leash, reinforce her generously when  
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there’s no tension on the leash, and stop 

moving forward when the leash tightens.  

If there are times when you know you 

won’t have time for the “stop and wait for 

loose leash” dance – for example, if you 

want her to jog with you – use a different 

kind of collar or harness that will let her 

know, “In this outfit you are allowed to 

pull.” 

There Might Be More 

There’s a good chance you will encounter 

other behaviours that we haven’t covered 

above. In every case, there is a solution to 

be found that can help your dog become 

the well-behaved companion you want 

her to be. Remember to look for positive 

solutions; you want your new dog to like 

you, trust you, and want to be with you. 

You may need to consult a qualified     

positive behaviour professional to help 

you find answers. As you research the 

behaviour and search for answers, keep 

these important reminders in your head 

at all times: Be gentle. Be clear. Be        

consistent. Be persistent. Be positive. Most 

of all, for your adopted dog’s sake, be her 

forever person. 

Written by Pat Miller, CBCC-KA, CPDT-KA, 

CDBC, is WDJ’s Training Editor. Author of 

numerous books on positive dog training, 

she lives in Fairplay, Maryland, site of her 

Peaceable Paws training centre, where 

she offers dog training classes and     

courses for trainers. And published on 

http://www.whole-dog-journal.com/

issues 

 

Adoption Groups in Perth 
WEIMARANER  CLUB  OF  WA 
www.weiclubwa.com/rescue 
Contact:  Carolyn  Gale  (Rescue  and  Rehome  Officer) 
 
DOGS’  REFUGE  HOME 
www.dogshome.org 
Contact:  enquiries@dogshome.org.au 
 
SAVING  ANIMALS  FROM  EUTHANASIA  (SAFE) 
www.safe.asn.au 
Contact:  info@safeperth.com.au 
 
PET  RESCUE 
www.petrescue.com.au 
 
HOMELESS  AND  ABUSED  ANIMAL  RESCUE  TEAM  
(HAART) 
www.haart.org.au 



Training Committee Report 

The start of 2014 has been a busy time for the Wei Club 

with heaps of training activities going on for our dogs.  

We are mid semester for puppy classes and have already 

finished another set of the popular Young Guns training 

days.   

 

For the first time ever we held a set of two beginners 

agility workshops with Tracey Lord and Danielle        

Simpson.  These classes were a huge success; agility is an 

amazing dog sport that is challenging for both the dog 

and owner.  It is also a huge amount of fun and is so 

much more than just jumping.  There are tables,       

bending poles and tunnels to name just a few. 

 

The feedback from one of our many participants… 

“The 2 agility workshops gave us access to highly skilled 

agility trainers who demonstrated the basic agility     

techniques and commands. The environment was very 

conducive to learning and we all had numerous "one on 

one" sessions with the trainers. The dogs were all       

different ages and temperaments. When it came to    

going over the obstacles (tunnels and jumps) some were 

full of confidence and others a little hesitant but the   

excellent "one on one" training each of us received    

ensured our dogs gained confidence (or slowed down) 

so they all completed the activity safely and full of      

confidence. It was really satisfying to see how quickly the 

dogs progressed in such a short time. Both dogs and 

owners all had a fun time. Albi slept for the remainder of 

each day :)’” 

 

To start agility training you need to have some pretty 

solid basic obedience but after that it’s a sport that    

anyone can enjoy. 

Perth has some fantastic opportunities for people       

interested in agility from fun style events for the absolute 

beginner to the Perth Royal Show with top level        

competition.  

Agility is a really fun sport and I’d encourage you all to 

get involved.  Check out the local dog clubs listed below 

for regular agility training and also some information on 

really fun events in WA. 

Exploring Agility 
Bree pearce 

Agility Training Groups 
Northern Suburbs Dog Club (www.northernsuburbsdogclub.org)   
Agility Club of WA (www.agilityclubwa.com) 

Fun Competitions 
Canine Adventure Course (www.vetcentre.com.au/blog/canine-adventure-course-round-2) 
Dutchfield Survival Course (www.donnybrookmail.com.au/story/2636833/survival-course-puts-dogs-and-humans-to-the-test/) 
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Social Committee Reports 

“We had a glorious morning in South Fremantle.  A big ‘thank you’ to Rebecca and Banjo for organising 
our first mini-meet there.  Twelve of our gorgeous greys had a blast running around, digging in the sand, 
and for some a dip in the ocean.  Unfortunately the summer has come to an end, but luckily for us there 
are loads of other places to visit.  Keep a look out on Facebook  and our website for details about our next 
meet up in Jorgensen Park.”  ~Nicola Clegg 

“Recently the south group met for a mini-meet at the beach.  The morning was perfect and the dogs were 
looking as gorgeous as ever.  Much fun was had in and out of the water as some chose to swim, others 
chose to tumble in the dunes and the more sophisticated Weims mingled in the sand.  Our meets are   
always a lot of fun and very friendly.  We welcomed new people at our last meet in March and we are 
looking forward to next time.” ~Tammy Aitken 



Doggy Holidays 

Midway through last year, we visited the luxurious 

Mt Pleasant Holiday Homestead with Zena and 

Penny. Located in Greenough (not far from 

Geraldton) it was labelled pet friendly by 

stayz.com.  We made our choice based on the    

advertised 'lockable dog run' which meant that we 

could take a tour up to Kalbarri National Park 

where dogs are not permitted. A lot of other pet 

friendly sites would allow pets, but you couldn’t 

leave them unattended whilst visiting other places.  

 

Set on a 40 acre working Carob farm, there is  

plenty of wild space for the dogs to run and      

explore. The owners are on site in their own home, 

and the resident Border Collie, Lucy, is also around 

to keep everyone company. Unfortunately Zena 

wasn’t a fan of Lucy and her 'black and white    

colour-scheme' as Lucy really was an adorable dog, 

and the hosts, Judy and Alex, were fabulous. 

The house itself sleeps 8-10 people, and has a   

dedicated games room with a ping-pong table, 

darts set up, a million books and DVDs suitable for 

all ages, an open fireplace, and many other       

facilities including an onsite masseur! At a cost of 

$190 per night for 2 ($25 per extra person up to a 

max of 10), and $20 per dog it is great for a couple 

or a larger family or group. The only downside is 

that the dogs are expected to sleep outside 

(although there is a wonderful verandah and   

kennel area) or else there is a $65 fee for cleaning. 

Holidaying with Zena and Penny 
Martina kerr 

Zena enjoying some time relaxing in 
the sun. 
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We snuck the dogs in ***shhhhhh!*** and made 

sure to sweep up really well, but would happily 

pay the extra money if need be to alleviate the 

stress of the dogs being in a strange place and  

being left outside all night in the cold. 

Having said that though, both dogs had a blast, 

with the two of them spending the most time   

independently I have ever seen. Particularly since 

Zena struggles to be separate from us for more 

than 35 minutes at a time, having a few hours 

without her was blissful! Penny ate probably half 

her weight in Carob pods, and they were always 

finding something to play with or explore. The 

beach was less than 5kms away, and as we were 

there during the week, we didn’t even see another 

person there. The fishing wasn’t bad, although 

had the weather been a bit better I think we 

would’ve had more success. 

All in all I would highly recommend this place for a 

holiday. Zena and Penny gave it 4 paws up!! 

Find out more information at: 

http://www.mtpleasanthomestead.com/

default.html  



Cats and dogs are hunters and they are 

designed to hunt, kill and consume their 

food, the same as how we buy, cook and 

consume our food. To keep our dogs 

mentally fit and relaxed it is important 

that we try and replicate this as much as 

possible. 

Keeping Busy with Kongs 
Danielle simpson 

If I was to be completely blunt with you our pets are the same as zoo     

animals really, they only get mental and physical stimulation when we give 

it to them, the rest of the time they are confined to our homes and yards. 

This can be very boring for our pets. You probably will find currently with 

your dogs that they go from being relatively calm while at home and then 

turn into over stimulated little monsters when you try and take them out for 

a walk. This is generally because the level of mental stimulation is much 

greater in the outside world then what it is at home. So here are a few  

really quick and simple ideas you can use to keep the mental stimulation 

levels of your pets up. 

1. KONGS 

Kongs are great little mental stimulation toys that encourage our dogs and 

cats to lick and chew while they are trying to either remove treats or their 

dinner from them. This not only takes mental capacity to tediously remove 

all the little particles, but the licking and chewing action that your dog is 

doing also releases serotonin and dopamine. These are 2 neurotransmitters 

that help the pet to be calm and relaxed. The other benefit of Kongs is that 

a dog can’t lick and pant at the same time so your pet will also be tired after 

eating their Kong.  

2. TREAT SCATTERING 

This has to be the easiest thing to do and you can even get your kids     

involved. All you do is get your dogs breakfast or dinner (kibble is best but it 

can be anything) and throw it around the yard. Your dog will then have to 

sniff and hunt out each piece to be able to consume their dinner.  Again 

your dog can’t sniff and pant at the same time so they will also be quite 

tired by the time they have been able to find all the pieces.  When I am 

talking about your dog getting tired while sniffing, a detection dog at the 

airport is legally only allowed to work for 45mins maximum as they get too 

tired and it is not fair to make the dog work longer than this. This just helps 

to show you that it is hard work to sniff. 

3. BABUSHKA BOXES 

You may have heard of babushka dolls before, the little wooden dolls that 

stack inside each other. We can do the same thing with cast off boxes that 

we have at home. Pop a few treats or food inside a small box and then put 

that in another box with more treats and so on. The dog will then need to 

rip apart the boxes to be able to find all the treats. For the novice dog you 

will just start with one box and then move up on to more boxes. Please 

note this will not encourage your dogs to be destructive and ruin your 

things, it is actually giving them an outlet to do the behaviour in an       

appropriate way. 

4. TREAT BALLS 

These come in an array of shapes and sizes for each individual dogs need. 

You can use the common ball shape where the dog needs to roll the ball 

around so that the treats/food falls out the opening. If you happen to have 

a very savvy treat ball dog you can them move up to the buster cube. This is 

square so takes a little more effort for the dog and the challenge is greater.  

Other cost effective ways are to get a milk bottle or drink bottle, remove the 

plastic ring at the top and put the treats/food inside and let the dog roll/

throw it around until all the food falls out. 

5. MENTAL STIMULATION TOYS 

These toys are designed to challenge your dog and make them use their 

noses, feet and tongues to be able to lift flaps, push pieces or lift bits to be 

able to reveal treats. It’s like an iPad for your dog. It can take them a little 

while to get a hang of what they are supposed to be doing, but after that 

they thoroughly enjoy the challenge of pushing and lifting different things. 

Photo source: www.pinterest.com 
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Kong Recipes 
Kongs are great little inventions that help keep your dog occupied and calm for as long as it takes to get the goodies out of it.       

Depending on how you stuff the Kong it can take hours of licking. To get your dog interested you will need to pack the Kong so that 
some of the treat comes out easy, but the rest should be tightly packed to hold his attention.   

Some foods are not healthy for dogs. If in doubt please check with your vet first.  

 

HOW TO STUFF A KONG 

 

It is important for dogs to succeed at 
their "work". Make it easy to remove the 
Kong stuffing at first. As they become 
more experienced, you may want to 
make their job more challenging.  
Here’s how: 

 

PACK STUFFING TIGHTER! Wedge  
biscuits inside the cavity using the    
inside rim of the opening to secure 
them. 

 

FREEZE IT! Very Popular! Try various 
combinations of canned food, gravy, 
noodles, rice and mashed potatoes 
mixed with food nuggets and freeze. 
KONGSICLES are a favourite with many 
hot dogs! Put a dab of peanut butter in 
the small end of the Kong to plug it. 
Turn it upside down in a cup. Fill it full 
of water, chicken broth or fruit juice 
and freeze. Cool doggies! Kongsicles 
are recommended for outdoor use. 

 

CHEESE IT! Mix cheese pieces or cheese 
spread with food nuggets and micro-
wave until cheese melts. Let it cool to a 
safe temperature. NOTE - Use a cup to 
contain the Kong when freezing or 
microwaving. 

PHILLY STEAK 

i�Steak scraps 

i�1 ounce cream cheese 

Place small scraps of the steak 
inside appropriate Kong toy. 
Spread cream cheese in large 
hole to hold scraps. 

INSTANT REWARDS 
Dog biscuits, small sized mouth-watering treats (such as freeze-dried liver, cat treats, chopped sau-
sage, grated cheese), Kong Toy. Alternate layers of dog biscuits (wedged into the Kong) with the 
treat bits. When your dog nudges the Kong some should fall out so he will be tempted (and reward-
ed) to try and get more. Shake the Kong as you're filling it so some bits end up working their way 
into all the crevices created by the wedged biscuits. The purpose is to let a few come out right away 
but to make the rest harder to get out. 

VEGE KONG OMLETTE 

i�1 egg 

i�Shredded cheese 

i�Assorted veggies 

Scramble egg and fold in 
vegetables. Put into Kong 
toy. Sprinkle some cheese 
over the top and microwave 
for about 20 seconds. Cool 
thoroughly before giving to 
dog. 

FRUIT SALAD 

i�Apple/carrot chunks 

i�1/4 Banana 

Place apples and carrots in Kong 
Toy. Mush the banana in large 
hole to hold fruit in place. You 
can include other fruits and    
veggies, such as, orange slices, 
peach and/or nectarine chunks, 
celery sticks, broccoli and/or   
cauliflower.  

KONG AU GRATIN 

i�Cheese pieces 

i�Dry food/kibble 

Mix the cheese with the dry 
dog food. Press into Kong. 
Microwave until the cheese 
starts to melt and bind the 
food together. Let it cool to a 
safe temperature. Use a cup 
to contain the Kong when in 
the microwave. 

FROZEN JERKY POPS 

i�Peanut butter 

i�Stock 

i� Jerky strips 

i�Water 

Smear a small amount of peanut butter over 
small hole in your Kong Toy. Fill with cool water 
and add a small amount of stock. Place a jerky 
stick inside Kong Toy and freeze. This can also be 
put (once frozen) in a children's size swimming 
pool for a fun day of fishing for your pet.  

BANANARAMA 

i�1 Banana 

i�Plain yoghurt 

In a bowl, mash up banana. 
Add yogurt. Mash all        
ingredients together and use 
a spoon to add to Kong. 
Freeze. 



1. When the breed was developed in the 19th century the Nobles of Weimar were avid sportsmen and 
hunted a variety of big game. They required of the Weimaraner an exceptional tracking ability, speed, 
courage and durability. 

2. During World War Two it was difficult to keep the breed safe in Europe and many dogs were sent to 
the United States. 

3. The Weimaraner is one of the oldest German pointing breeds.  

4. Breed Standard describes the breed temperament as a versatile, easily trained, steady and passionate 
hunting dog. 

5. In 1988 the NSW Weimaraner Club hosted the first Weimaraner National at Castle Hill Showground, 
with German Breed Warden Herr Werner Petrie officiating with 105 class entries, 11 obedience entries 
and 5 gundog obedience entries. Best Exhibit was Ch Quabana Cloudburst (S Lawler) and Runner Up 
was Ch Ghostwind Ultra Suede (A & P Cockcroft) – a Western Australian dog! 

6. The name comes from where the breed was developed – the Court of Weimar.  

7. They are also called Silver Ghosts, or Grey Ghosts. 

8. Today, the German Weimaraner Club continues to limit ownership of the Weimaraner to those in the 
Club. Club members must have hunting licences and be willing to work the Weimaraner in order to  
ensure the continuity of the traits that were so sought after when the breed was developed. 

9. The first Weimaraners were imported into Australia in July 1955. Drs Roma and Chris Kristenson         
imported two dogs; Strawbridge Fidget and Strawbridge Graf. They arrived on the ship The Port Philip 
into Sydney. 

10. In his 2011 book Pointing Dog: The Continentals, Craig Koshyk states that over 10,000 Weimaraner  
puppies are born in the United States every year.  

10 Facts About Weimaraners 
Carolyn gale 
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Yarra Vista Dog Park 

Dog Park with a Difference 

Sarah Pemberton and alyssa carstairs 

It can be difficult to find a dog park that 
isn’t just about lots of dogs running 
around madly.  Luckily, the new enclosed 
dog park that has opened at Capricorn 
Park in Jandakot gives the option for a 
different experience. 

Like most dog parks, it features two    
separate areas, one for small dogs and 
one for large dogs.  Both areas have   
double gates to enter, as well as the usual 
amenities like bins and water stations. 

However, what sets Yarra Vista apart is 
that the area inside the enclosure isn’t 
just grass and some agility equipment.  
While it features both these things, both 
areas also contain a large amount of 
bush space with lots of leaf cover to    
provide a fantastic sniffing experience. 

Charlie, Duncan and Ella have visited the 
park several times now.  Both times we’ve 
arrived at 7am and had the large dog 
enclosure to ourselves for at least half an 
hour, giving the dogs plenty of time to 
run, play and, most importantly, sniff! 

YARRA VISTA  
ENCLOSED DOG PARK 

Capricorn Park 
Dean Road, Jandakot 



Calendar Photo Competition 

Our 2016 calendar has already started production, with two fantastic themes to start 
the year.  Keep an eye out on the club Facebook page for information on submitting 

your photos and how to vote for your favourites to appear in the calendar. 
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As most members will already know, GDV (Gastric  

Dilatation—Volvulus, commonly known as bloat) is an 

acute condition seen in dogs.  

As our much loved breed belongs in the category of 

deep chested dogs this also puts them at risk of       

developing bloat, when the stomach becomes       

overstretched and can sometimes twist (Gastric       

Torsion).  

There may be some members who have not yet had 

the chance to read up and understand the related 

causes, symptoms and urgent need for treatment of 

bloat. Gastric Dilatation (when the stomach distends, 

fills with air and gas and stays in position) is the        

precursor to Gastric Torsion (when the stomach has 

distended and not emptied, and progressed to a     

volvulus – a twisting of the stomach).  

There are many articles on bloat (signs, treatment and 

prevention) to read online and even though the      

information may at first be confronting it is best to 

have a sound understanding and knowledge of the 

condition to be well informed should an emergency 

arise in your household. It is also good to pass this  

information on to anyone who may be feeding and/or 

caring for your Weimaraner.  

An article which I find particularly useful when        

explaining bloat to others can be found at http://

www.iwane.org/bloat_signs_v2.htm It steps through 

the text book signs of bloat and also provides some 

case studies of dogs with bloat -- GDV as presented by 

their owners. This article also demonstrates that not all 

Weimaraners and Bloat 
Kaye Macpherson 

cases are ‘textbook’ presentations which is good to 

remember as Weimaraners are often not ‘textbook’ 

dogs; they can be stoic and ‘hard to pick’ when     

unwell and the early signs of bloat may be missed.  

The article describes some NQR (not quite right)   

behaviours, a term I hadn’t heard before, and         

information that I find particularly useful for           

recognising the early signs of bloat. While not every 

Weimaraner will get bloat, it is better to be prepared 

and ready to seek treatment should the need arise. 

The time taken to get your dog to the vet in a        

suspected bloat case and the treatment provided 

once you get there are crucial – the shortest time 

possible and a fast-track into the examination room 

are essential.  

By knowing your dog well and being well informed 

of the symptoms of bloat you will be able to assist the 

vet to get a fast and   accurate diagnosis and the best   

possible outcome for your dog.  

http://www.iwane.org/bloat_signs_v2.htm
http://www.iwane.org/bloat_signs_v2.htm
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If you are in any doubt about your dog’s wellbeing when being told you are OK to go home, don’t be 

afraid to ask for a plain x-ray of the abdomen (if this hasn’t already been done). A plain x-ray will show 

any abnormal stomach distension and as the support article mentions “it is better to look foolish than 

to lose your dog to bloat”. 

Above is a useful summary/flow chart, available at http://www.bmdinfo.org/Health/

Reference_Guide_Bloat_GDV.pdf  which steps through the stages of bloat (GDV), a dog’s behaviour/s, 

what you need to do, and the associated treatments and likely  outcomes. As a long time Weimaraner 

owner I keep this chart close by in the home, for me and others to see and follow if things are ‘NQR’.  

http://www.bmdinfo.org/Health/Reference_Guide_Bloat_GDV.pdf
http://www.bmdinfo.org/Health/Reference_Guide_Bloat_GDV.pdf


Blackdog Wear! 
The Weimaraner Club of WA is pleased to announce that 
we are now  stockists of Blackdog accessories. Blackdog is 
a wonderful Australian brand who manufacture excellent 
quality leads, collars, harnesses and training accessories. 
We will carry a small range of leads, collars and harnesses 
to sell at social meets, and training events. 

If you are after an item that we don’t stock, we are happy 
to make special orders for club members. See their web-
site for a full product listing www.blackdog.net.au/ 

Houndstooth Studio! 
ASHBOLT 
Amanda and Scott       
Williamson 
Sunshine Coast QLD 
0418 711 392 
sunnyweis@bigpond.com 
 
WEILANDER 
Roz Buckley and Bevan 
Bastin 
Bairnsdale VIC 
(03) 51579375 
weilan-
der@skymesh.com.au 
weilanderweimaran-
ers.tripod.com 
 
SILVERGRAYCE 
Jane Dupre 
Geraldton WA 
0428 220 983 
silvergray-
ceweim@gmail.com 
 
BROMHUND 
J & R & S Mayhew 
Melbourne VIC 
(03) 9689 5493 
bromhund@tpg.com.au 
www.bromhund.com.au 
 
GRAUSCHATZI 
Lenci Millman 
Geraldton WA 
(08) 9921 4535 
lencimillman 
@westnet.com.au 
www.freewebs.com/
weimaranergrauschatzi 

GRAUHUND 
Carol Wright 
Riddells Creek VIC 
(03) 5428 6261 
 
SILBERSCHON 
Lauren Ferguson 
Perth WA 
0430 555 215 
silberschon@iinet.net.au 
 
WALDWEISE 
Lois and Claire Richter 
Adelaide SA 
lrichter@arcom.com.au 
(08) 8391 0318 
 
FYRESIDE 
Marg Cockburn 
Hampton VIC 
0407 332 479 
margcock-
burn@optushome.com.au 
fyreside.net 
 
GREYSWAN 
Carolyn Gale 
Perth WA 
0401 032 820 
cgale@q-net.net.au 
 
 

This Breeder's Register is not a recommendation of any particular breeder over 
another. It is not a complete list of all Weimaraner breeders; but is a listing of 

breeders who are members of the Weimaraner Club of WA and who have paid to 
have their kennel listed in this Breeders' Register 

 
Refer to the website for mating /litter information. 

http://www.blackdog.net.au/
http://weilanderweimaraners.tripod.com/
http://weilanderweimaraners.tripod.com/
http://www.bromhund.com.au
http://www.freewebs.com/weimaranergrauschatzi
http://www.freewebs.com/weimaranergrauschatzi
http://fyreside.net
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Upcoming Events 

11 
TrackWest Tracking 
Training Begins 

Gnangarra Pine Plantation 
www.trackwest.com.au 

April 

May 

 

June 

20 
AGM and Pointscore 
Prize Giving Night 

Wembley Hotel, Cambridge St 
www.weiclubwa.com 

12 
Weimaraner Club  
Tracking Workshop 

Calm Reserve, Wanneroo 
www.weiclubwa.com 

18/19 
Agility Trial 

 
DogsWest, Southern River 
www.dogswest.com.au 

 

TBC 
North of the River   
Sniffing Walk 
 
Location TBA 
www.weiclubwa.com 



AGILITY CLUB OF WA 
Club Type: Agility 
Ms Deb Baile, 154 Gardiner Road,  
KARRAGULLEN, WA 6111 
Phone: 0438 913 585 
contact@agilityclubwa.com 
www.agilityclubwa.com   
 
 
CLOVERDALE CANINE COMPANIONS 
Club Type: Obedience & Agility 
C Freele, PO Box 402  
CLOVERDALE WA 6985 
Phone: 9402 1807 or 
Training 9402 1807 (daytime) 
Phone: 9452 8098 after 5pm  
 
 
GOSNELLS OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB 
Club Type: Obedience & Agility  
Ms G Kay, 31 Tabubil Gardens, BALLAJURA 
WA 6066 
Phone: 0414 867 439 
 
 
MANDURAH DOG CLUB 
Club Type: TRAINING 
Karin Smale 
Phone: 9582 2546 
 
 
MIDLAND DOG TRAINING CLUB 
Club Type: Obedience & Agility Training  
The Secretary, P O Box 1522, Midland. 6936 
Phone: 9377 6821 or 
Training: Jan Welyky 
Phone: 9572 2907 
www.midlanddogtraining.com  
 
 

NORTHERN SUBURBS TRAINING  
& OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB 
Club Type: Obedience & Agility Training 
Mrs Frances Coull, PO Box 122, Greenwood. 
WA 6924 
Phone: 9447 1859 
www.northernsuburbsdogclub.org  
 
 
PERTH TRAINING & OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB 
(INC)  
Club Type: Obedience & Agility Training 
Christine Meyer, 12 Barnsley Street, Queens 
Park. WA 6107 
Phone: 9356 8543 
christineX@iinet.net.au 
 
 
RETRIEVING CLUB OF WA (INC)  
Club Type: Training & Competition events for 
Retrieving Breeds 
Ms L Strang, 450 Eagle Street, MUNDARING 
6073 
Phone: 9295 0820 
 
 
ROCKINGHAM DOG CLUB (INC)  
Club Type: Obedience & Agility 
Ms S Kroon, PO Box 23 ROCKINGHAM 6968 
Phone: 9419 7876 or 
Head Trainer - Caroline Hille 
Phone: 9592 5337  
rockinghamdogclub@iinet.net.au 
www.rockinghamdogclub.org.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOUTHERN RIVER AGILITY  
& OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB 
Club Type: Obedience & Agility Club 
Thelma Lynch, 42 Fitzwater Way, SPEARWOOD 
WA 6163 
Phone: 9418 3318 or for Training enquiries only  
Phone: 0401584259  
tlynch@tadaust.org.au 
www.southernriverdogclub.org.au  
 
 
TRACKWEST DOG CLUB 
Club Type: Training & Events for Tracking 
www.trackwest.com.au  

dog clubs in or around perth... 

Have you considered trying one of the many ‘dog sports’ with your 

Weimaraner? The following disciplines utilise the talents and skills of the 

breed: AGILITY, OBEDIENCE, TRACKING and RETRIEVING. 

Go to the Canine Association of WA’s website and click on ‘Activities 
and Events’ for a step by step guide on how to get started. You must be 
a member and your dog registered with the CAWA in order for you to 
compete. See membership applications on the website. If you find the 
process difficult to understand, please don't hesitate to ask us for help.  

AGILITY  tests the dog’s ability to negotiate jumps, tunnels and obstacles 
under timed conditions.  

OBEDIENCE  teaches the dog to watch and listen for instructions from 
his handler. This is a great way to ensure your dog is socialised. 

TRACKING uses the Wei’s nose. The dog must follow a scent and ‘track’. 
This is also good for older Weis who may be past running and jumping. 
Young Weis are naturals at this! 

RETREIVING  trains ‘gundogs’ to retrieve decoys from water and land 
and return it to their handler. What Wei doesn’t love to do this? 

Dog Activities Explained! 

mailto:contact@agilityclubwa.com
http://www.agilityclubwa.com
http://www.midlanddogtraining.com
http://www.northernsuburbsdogclub.org
mailto:christineX@iinet.net.au
mailto:rockinghamdogclub@iinet.net.au
http://www.rockinghamdogclub.org.au
mailto:tlynch@tadaust.org.au
http://www.southernriverdogclub.org.au
http://www.trackwest.com.au

