
5. Feeding only once a day 
6. Fearful, easily upset dogs 
7. Raising the food bowl 
8. Rapid eaters 
 
Factors in same study which did Factors in same study which did Factors in same study which did Factors in same study which did NOT NOT NOT NOT 
appear to influence the risk:appear to influence the risk:appear to influence the risk:appear to influence the risk:    
1. Moistening food 
2. Exercise before or after 

mealtime 
3. Change of weather 
4. Stress 
5. Unrestricted access to water 

before or after mealtime 
 
Recommendations offered as a result, Recommendations offered as a result, Recommendations offered as a result, Recommendations offered as a result, 
in ONE study:in ONE study:in ONE study:in ONE study:    
1. Feed smaller, multiple meals 

instead of one big meal a day 
2. Do NOT elevate the food bowl 
3. Slow rapid eaters down by plac-

ing an object in the bowl they 
have to eat around. It was also 
suggested, in another study, to 
include long term maintenance 
doses of a probiotic to your dog. 
One brand your vet can sell you 
is 'Protexin', or you can obtain 
probiotics from a good pharma-
cy or health food stores.  

 
SSSSoooommmmeeee    wwwwaaaarrrrnnnniiiinnnngggg    ssssiiiiggggnnnnssss    ooooffff    bbbbllllooooaaaatttt::::    
1. Sudden restlessness 

Gastric  

Torsion 

BLOAT in WeimaranersBLOAT in WeimaranersBLOAT in WeimaranersBLOAT in Weimaraners 

Gastric torsion is the combination of at 
least two conditions; excessive bloating 
and the mechanical rotation of the 
stomach from its normal position. Bloat 
can occur seemingly out of the blue to 
dogs of any age, but it is most common 
in deep chested breeds. 
 
If you suspect your dog is suffering from 
gastric torsion (bloat) you MUST go to 
the vet immediately! 
There have been many studies on this 
condition and there is a lot of research 
you can read on the internet. This is 
only a very brief summarya very brief summarya very brief summarya very brief summary of some of 
the findings: 
 
Factors in one study that were found to Factors in one study that were found to Factors in one study that were found to Factors in one study that were found to 
increase the risk of bloat:increase the risk of bloat:increase the risk of bloat:increase the risk of bloat:    
1. Increased age 
2. Having a first degree relative 

who has bloated 
3. Deep, narrow abdomen 
4. Underweight 
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Weimaraner Club of W.A: 

! Aims to develop a network of 

like minded Weimaraner fanatics 

in Western Australia  

! Aims to help pet owners by 

providing breed information, 
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breeder information, general 

dog education and training 

! Arranges social and fundraiser 

events throughout the year. 

Funds wil l go directly back into 

the club, especially towards 

rescue, fostering and adoption  
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2. Increased salivation 
3. Successful or unsuccessful 

vomiting 
4. Abdominal swelling 
 
Another study listed the early signs 
of bloat as follows: 
1. Restlessness, or appearing 

'not quite right' 
2. Pacing 
3. Rapid breathing 
4. Dry retching 
5. Often (but not always) occurs 

at night 
 
The importance of early and immedi-
ate vet intervention cannot be 
stressed enough! Call your Vet, Mur-
doch Hospital or the other 24 hour 
vet service if you have any concerns 
that your dog might have bloat.  
 
Many studies have been done to try 
to pin down the cause of bloat, but 
most research is inconclusive. How-
ever, some causes have NOT been 
discounted; sudden changes in diet, 
recent de worming, vaccinations, 

 

cornercornercornercorner    
photophotophotophoto    

WANT YOUR PHOTO IN A NEWSLETTER? Submit your fun Weimaraner photos to  

swhyatt@gmail.com with a small caption! 

antibiotics, exposure to high stress situ-
ations. Many dogs that develop bloat 
have been described as nervous, highly 
strung or easily stressed. However it 
must be pointed out that this is also not 
always the case.  
 
There IS a surgical procedure that can 
be done to prevent the life threatening 
twisting of the stomach called gas-
tropexy surgery. Speak to your vet 
about this if you think your Weimaraner 
might be predisposed to gastric torsion. 
Read as much as you can on this topic 
and remind yourself frequently of the 
warning signs.  Incidents of this deadly 
condition also increase with the age of 
your Weimaraner.  
 
Many thanks to Val and Narelle at 
Greydove for allowing sections of their 
'Puppy Pack' to be used in research for 
this article.  

    
Written by  Carolyn GaleWritten by  Carolyn GaleWritten by  Carolyn GaleWritten by  Carolyn Gale    

    
    

 
PHOTOS COURTESY KAREN LEBLANC 

2014  
Calendar 
Our beautifully designed 2014 Weimar-
aner Club Calendars are available 
again. 
 
Members:          $18 each 
Non-Members:   $25 each 
 
Postage cost for one calendar is $6.00.   
We will advise you on the cost if you 
would like more than one calendar post-
ed. 
 
For a bulk (10+) order we will cover ex-
cess postage. Local members/
purchasers have the option to purchase 
their calendars at our final 2013 Sun-
downer in December.  Please see the 
events calendar here for more infor-
mation and advise us if you would like to 
pick up your calendar at the meet in the 
form below. 
http://www.weiclubwa.com/calendar-
order-form 
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Interview  
With a Weimaraner... 
    
EnyaEnyaEnyaEnya    

1. What is your favourite colour?1. What is your favourite colour?1. What is your favourite colour?1. What is your favourite colour?    
 
Any colour that makes me look 
good, which of course is all of them 
darling!  If I had to choose, it would 
be purple, it compliments my colour-
ing so much.  It was the original 
Greydove Kennel colours, and my 
lucky show lead was purple that won 
me Best Neuter in Show, when I 
returned to showing after a few 
years in retirement. 
 
2. Are you a winter of summer girl?2. Are you a winter of summer girl?2. Are you a winter of summer girl?2. Are you a winter of summer girl?    
 
Definitely winter.  A girl always has 
to be warm and cosy, lazing by the 
fire, cuddled up next to all the men in 
her life, which happen to be a few in 
mine. My parents are Scottish, and 
as such, I have my tartan pj's.  They 
have to be warmed up next to the 
fire before I'd even dream of putting 
them on.  Between you and me, 
when my pj's are brought out, I can't 
stop wagging my wee tail. 
 
3. What is your favourite film?3. What is your favourite film?3. What is your favourite film?3. What is your favourite film?    
 
That has to be "Must Love Dogs" 
 
4. Any advice for upcoming show 4. Any advice for upcoming show 4. Any advice for upcoming show 4. Any advice for upcoming show 
Weimaraners.Weimaraners.Weimaraners.Weimaraners.    
 
Darlings, you've got to flaunt it. We 
are naturally born with good looks 
and beautiful bodies.  Allow plenty of 
preparation time for a  lovely warm 
soapy bath, have the nails mani-

cured and pedicured, hair done.  It's all 
about being elegant and turning heads 
in the show ring.  At that moment when 
you are being judged, flutter  those 
eyelashes, pull the tummy in tighter, 
and hold that pose until your handler 
gives you a small treat.  Please also 
note it is essential that champagne is 
available on exit from the show ring. 
 
5. What quality to you love most in your 5. What quality to you love most in your 5. What quality to you love most in your 5. What quality to you love most in your 
Weimaraner companion Randy?Weimaraner companion Randy?Weimaraner companion Randy?Weimaraner companion Randy?    
 
Randy has the mix of a perfect partner, 
he has good looks but is completely 
thick.  I've known Randy since he was 2 
years old, and it was dogship from the 
moment we met.  He's the  most loyal, 
lovable Weimaraner I've known.  I hate 
being separated from him.  We never 
argue, he knows who is Top Dog. He is 
definitely my  little toy boy... 
 
6. What most concerns you about world 6. What most concerns you about world 6. What most concerns you about world 6. What most concerns you about world 
politics?politics?politics?politics?    
 
Oh darling, I find world politics so tedi-
ous and boring, however, I do find my-
self becoming increasingly worried 
about the amount of backyard breed-
ers, who go about undetected.  I've 
tried talking to Auntie Carolyn about it, 
but she tends to go off on one of her 
rants and  sometimes uses the most 
vulgar language! 
 
7. What is your favourite food?7. What is your favourite food?7. What is your favourite food?7. What is your favourite food?    
 
One has to constantly watch their figure 
darling, but to be honest I LOVE all 
food.  Cheese has to be one of my fa-
vourites, in moderation of course, and 
in particular I adore a Triple Brie.  
Some sardines in natural yoghurt are 
also a firm favourite of mine.  Oh I'm 
drooling just thinking about it. 
 
8. Do you like riding in the car.8. Do you like riding in the car.8. Do you like riding in the car.8. Do you like riding in the car.    
 
Only in the back seat where one can be 
seen.  I mean, Randy loves sticking his 
whole head out the window, and has 
his ears flapping in the wind, but I like 
to think I'm more sophisticated than 
that, and I just watch the world go by 
outside.    
 
 

9. What is your least favourite breed of 9. What is your least favourite breed of 9. What is your least favourite breed of 9. What is your least favourite breed of 
dog?dog?dog?dog?    
 
To be honest, there's not a lot of dogs 
that I do like.  For me, its more age 
specific than breed specific.  I've moved 
on from the young babies and boister-
ous pups, and really only have time for 
the older ladies and gentleman in dog 
life.  I should take this opportunity to 
formally apologise to all the club Wei-
maraners that I've bitten the nose off, 
but one should know not to approach a 
lady from behind. 
 
10. Dogs or cats?10. Dogs or cats?10. Dogs or cats?10. Dogs or cats?    
 
As a follow on from the last question, 
neither really darling.  There's a cat 
living in a house at the bottom of our 
street, and I have no time for it whatso-
ever.  When we walk past my mother 
says "Oh Lord, give me strength", 
whilst my father always asks "Enya, 
where's the pussy cat?"  That cat has 
to realise that I'm the Queen of this 
street. 

 
 

RANDY AKA TOY BOY 

 
Written by Angela DochertyWritten by Angela DochertyWritten by Angela DochertyWritten by Angela Docherty    
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Dogs are 
People, Too 

 

By GREGORY BERNS 
Published: October 5, 
2013 New York Times 
 
FOR the past two years, my col-
leagues and I have been training 
dogs to go in an M.R.I. scanner — 
completely awake and unrestrained. 
Our goal has been to determine how 
dogs’ brains work and, even more 
important, what they think of us hu-
mans.  
 
Now, after training and scanning a 
dozen dogs, my one inescapable 
conclusion is this: dogs are people, 
too.  
 
Because dogs can’t speak, scientists 
have relied on behavioural observa-
tions to infer what dogs are thinking. 
It is a tricky business. You can’t ask 
a dog why he does something. And 
you certainly can’t ask him how he 
feels. The prospect of ferreting out 
animal emotions scares many scien-
tists. After all, animal research is big 
business. It has been easy to side-
step the difficult questions about 
animal sentience and emotions be-
cause they have been unanswera-
ble.  
 
Until now.  
 
By looking directly at their brains and 
bypassing the constraints of behav-
iourism, M.R.I.’s can tell us about 
dogs’ internal states. M.R.I.’s are 
conducted in loud, confined spaces. 
People don’t like them, and you have 
to hold absolutely still during the 
procedure. Conventional veterinary 
practice says you have to anesthe-
tize animals so they don’t move dur-
ing a scan. But you can’t study brain 
function in an anesthetized animal. 
At least not anything interesting like 
perception or emotion.  

 
From the beginning, we treated the 
dogs as persons. We had a consent 
form, which was modelled after a 
child’s consent form but signed by the 
dog’s owner. We emphasized that par-
ticipation was voluntary, and that the 
dog had the right to quit the study. We 
used only positive training methods. No 
sedation. No restraints. If the dogs did-
n’t want to be in the M.R.I. scanner, 
they could leave. Same as any human 
volunteer.  
 
My dog Callie was the first. Rescued 
from a shelter, Callie was a skinny 
black terrier mix, what is called a feist in 
the southern Appalachians, from where 
she came. True to her roots, she pre-
ferred hunting squirrels and rabbits in 
the backyard to curling up in my lap. 
She had a natural inquisitiveness, 
which probably landed her in the shel-
ter in the first place, but also made 
training a breeze.  
 
With the help of my friend Mark Spivak, 
a dog trainer, we started teaching Callie 
to go into an M.R.I. simulator that I built 
in my living room. She learned to walk 
up steps into a tube, place her head in 
a custom-fitted chin rest, and hold rock-
still for periods of up to 30 seconds. Oh, 
and she had to learn to wear earmuffs 
to protect her sensitive hearing from the 
95 decibels of noise the scanner 
makes.  
 
After months of training and some trial-
and-error at the real M.R.I. scanner, we 
were rewarded with the first maps of 
brain activity. For our first tests, we 
measured Callie’s brain response to 
two hand signals in the scanner. In later 
experiments, not yet published, we 
determined which parts of her brain 
distinguished the scents of familiar and 
unfamiliar dogs and humans.  
Soon, the local dog community learned 
of our quest to determine what dogs 
are thinking. Within a year, we had as-
sembled a team of a dozen dogs who 
were all “M.R.I.-certified.”  
 
Although we are just beginning to an-
swer basic questions about the canine 
brain, we cannot ignore the striking 
similarity between dogs and humans in 

both the structure and function of a key 
brain region: the caudate nucleus.  
Rich in dopamine receptors, the cau-
date sits between the brainstem and 
the cortex. In humans, the caudate 
plays a key role in the anticipation of 
things we enjoy, like food, love and 
money. But can we flip this association 
around and infer what a person is think-
ing just by measuring caudate activity? 
Because of the overwhelming complex-
ity of how different parts of the brain are 
connected to one another, it is not usu-
ally possible to pin a single cognitive 
function or emotion to a single brain 
region.  
 
But the caudate may be an exception. 
Specific parts of the caudate stand out 
for their consistent activation to many 
things that humans enjoy. Caudate 
activation is so consistent that under 
the right circumstances, it can predict 
our preferences for food, music and 
even beauty.  
 
In dogs, we found that activity in the 
caudate increased in response to hand 
signals indicating food. The caudate 
also activated to the smells of familiar 
humans. And in preliminary tests, it 
activated to the return of an owner who 
had momentarily stepped out of view. 
Do these findings prove that dogs love 
us? Not quite. But many of the same 
things that activate the human caudate, 
which are associated with positive emo-
tions, also activate the dog caudate. 
Neuroscientists call this a functional 
homology, and it may be an indication 
of canine emotions.  
 
The ability to experience positive emo-
tions, like love and attachment, would 
mean that dogs have a level of sen-
tience comparable to that of a human 
child. And this ability suggests a re-
thinking of how we treat dogs.  
DOGS have long been considered 
property. Though the Animal Welfare 
Act of 1966 and state laws raised the 
bar for the treatment of animals, they 
solidified the view that animals are 
things — objects that can be disposed 
of as long as reasonable care is taken 
to minimize their suffering.  
 
But now, by using the M.R.I. to push 
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away the limitations of behaviourism, 
we can no longer hide from the evi-
dence. Dogs, and probably many 
other animals (especially our closest 
primate relatives), seem to have 
emotions just like us.  And this 
means we must reconsider their 
treatment as property.  
 
One alternative is a sort of limited 
personhood for animals that show 
neurobiological evidence of positive 
emotions. Many rescue groups al-
ready use the label of “guardian” to 
describe human caregivers, binding 
the human to his ward with an im-
plicit responsibility to care for her. 
Failure to act as a good guardian 
runs the risk of having the dog 
placed elsewhere. But there are no 
laws that cover animals as wards, so 
the patchwork of rescue groups that 
operate under a guardianship model 
have little legal foundation to protect 
the animals’ interest.  
 
If we went a step further and granted 
dogs rights of personhood, they 
would be afforded additional protec-
tion against exploitation. Puppy mills, 
laboratory dogs and dog racing 
would be banned for violating the 
basic right of self-determination of a 
person.  
 
I suspect that society is many years 
away from considering dogs as per-
sons. However, recent rulings by the 
Supreme Court have included neuro-
scientific findings that open the door 
to such a possibility. In two cases, 
the court ruled that juvenile offend-
ers could not be sentenced to life 
imprisonment without the possibility 
of parole. As part of the rulings, the 
court cited brain-imaging evidence 
that the human brain was not mature 
in adolescence. Although this case 
has nothing to do with dog sen-
tience, the justices opened the door 
for neuroscience in the courtroom.  
Perhaps someday we may see a 
case arguing for a dog’s rights based 
on brain-imaging findings.  
 
Gregory Berns is a professor of neu-Gregory Berns is a professor of neu-Gregory Berns is a professor of neu-Gregory Berns is a professor of neu-
roeconomics at Emory University roeconomics at Emory University roeconomics at Emory University roeconomics at Emory University 
and the author of “How Dogs Love and the author of “How Dogs Love and the author of “How Dogs Love and the author of “How Dogs Love 

Us: A Neuroscientist and His Adopted Us: A Neuroscientist and His Adopted Us: A Neuroscientist and His Adopted Us: A Neuroscientist and His Adopted 
Dog Decode the Canine Brain.”Dog Decode the Canine Brain.”Dog Decode the Canine Brain.”Dog Decode the Canine Brain.”    
 

Kwinana 
Dog Park 
 
We only recently discovered this dog 
park thanks to some friends who live 

near us, 
despite living 
in Bertram 
for 2 years! 
 
Kwinana dog 
park/ Peace 
Park is locat-
ed on the 
corner of 
P a r m e l i a 
Ave and 
S u l p h u r 
road, Par-
melia. 

 
There are two separate large fenced off 
areas, one for small dogs, and one for 
large dogs. Within each enclosure you 
will find sheltered seats (although they 
don’t provide much protection from 
rain!), a tap and buckets to fill for the 
dogs as well as various obstacles for 
the dogs to play on. There are also the 
familiar yellow bags provided, for you to 
pick up after your dog. 
 
The entrance is a double gate, you go 
in the first one to a small enclosure 
before entering the main park. We have 
found this good for putting on and tak-
ing off of leads and harnesses when 
entering and leaving the park. 
 
Outside the enclosure are also 2 picnic 
benches and an electric BBQ, bins and 
another drinking water tap for the dogs. 

There are also lots of trees providing 
shade. 
 
Parking is available in Parmelia Ave 
alongside the fenced off areas, and 
there are a decent number of bays. 
 
We have found early evenings to be the 
best time to go as there are not too 
many dogs there, it seems to be busier 
on the weekends, however there are 
also solar powered lights and we have 
noticed they stay on until after 9pm. 

Most of the time we have only seen 1 
or 2 other dogs using the park, with the 
exception of a Saturday afternoon and 
there were around 10 or so including 
our two, with people coming and going 
frequently. 
 

This park has been brilliant for us when 
we are looking after someone else’s 
dog or fostering as the dogs can run 
but are completely safe. 
 

Written by Tessa ChapmanWritten by Tessa ChapmanWritten by Tessa ChapmanWritten by Tessa Chapman    
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Dutchfield 
Survival 
Course 
 
A couple of months ago the first Dutch-
field Survival Course was run.  The first 
time an event like this has been help in 
WA, an amazing opportunity for all who 
got to participate. 
 
It was an obstacle course fondly re-
ferred to as the ‘doggy tough mudder’.  
A total of 5kms with a real variety of 
obstacles along the way. 

We packed up the car early on Sunday 
morning and headed south.  Zeus was 
checked out by the vet on arrival, he 
sweet talked his way through the pro-
cess by providing ample licks and 
breaking out his best puppy dog eyes.  
Once the vet had rated him as 
‘perfect’ (she had such good taste) we 
headed off for the briefing.  

  
Rowena and Albi were first off the 
blocks with the most enthusiastic start 
of the day . 

 The obstacles were varied and really 
interesting – some more challenging 
than others. 

I was so impressed by Albi getting in 
the wheelbarrow – let’s just say it is still 
something Zeus and I have a great 
opportunity to improve on. 
 
Zeus and I were next, we opted for a 
civilised start. 
  

 
 
But that soon evaporated and it was on! 
  
 

We even made it onto TV!  

   
  
All in all it was a fantastic day out that 
we are looking forward to again next 
year (although we may need to prac-
tise the wheelbarrow) so thank you to 
the organisers for such a great event! 
This event was run by Dutchfield Dog 
Training . 
 

dutchfielddogtraining.com.au 

 
Written by Bree PearceWritten by Bree PearceWritten by Bree PearceWritten by Bree Pearce  
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2013 
Pointscore 
The competition is hotting up with Wei 
Club members competing successfully 
in Conformation, Obedience and Agili-
ty. The tracking season has finished for 
2013 and we look forward to next year 
where up to 6 or 7 Weimaraners are 
poised to vie for their Champion Title. 

 
Thanks to Andrea, the Submit Result 
page has been simplified: 
 

• Obedience and Agility competi-
tors, in the result box please 
indicate your result using the 
title codes, ie JDX Second 
Place, CCD pass, RE title. 

 

• If you achieve results in more 
than 1 class at the same event 
such as in obedience and rally 
or agility and jumping, all results 
can be lodged on the one sub-
mission, simply list all results 
from the event in the result box. 

 
Please note scoring is based upon the 
best result achieved in your class, for 
example: 
 
Conformation - if you receive 11 points 
for in breed class and go on to win 
‘Class in Group’,  you will score 15 
points in the pointscore for the highest 
award of ‘Class in Group.’ 
 
Obedience/Agility – if you achieve a 
first place in Novice Agility, you will 
receive 10 points for a placing. If you 
had a pass (qualifying score) without 
placing, you would receive 5 points. 
You receive points for the highest 
award, which is the placing, NOT 
points for both a pass and the placing. 
Therefore, when submitting your result 
you only need to indicate pass or plac-
ing, not both. If submitting a placing it 
is assumed that placing was for a qual-
ifying score. 
 
You will receive an email acknowledg-
ing receipt of your result submission 

and confirming details of the result. 
PLEASE CHECK that I have got it right 
and query if you think your points do 
not add up or a result has been missed. 
 
Results submitted up to 24 November 
2013 - Congratulations go to: 
 
MOST VERSATILE WEIMARANERMOST VERSATILE WEIMARANERMOST VERSATILE WEIMARANERMOST VERSATILE WEIMARANER    
Zeba CCD RN ADX JDX TD - Peter 
Ward – 265 points 
 
Ch Belbracon Lover Seeker Keeper TD 
- Andrea Maxwell - 166 points 
 
T Ch Gunclip Smokey Jade CD ET 
TSDX RA JD - Bev & Jodie Auld – 160 
points 
 
Ch Greydove Blue Moon TD - Carolyn 
Gale – 80 points                  
 
Ch Grausturm Silver Lining TD - Jo 
Ward – 45 points 
 
CONFORMATION/SHOWINGCONFORMATION/SHOWINGCONFORMATION/SHOWINGCONFORMATION/SHOWING    
Ch N Grauhund Addicted to Love - An-
gela Docherty – 120 points 
 
Ch Belbracon Lover Seeker Keeper TD 
- Andrea Maxwell - 116 points 
 
Ch Greydove Blue Moon TD - Carolyn 
Gale – 75 points  
 
Ch N Ch Greydove Fine Romance - 
Angela Docherty – 70 points 
 
Bromhund Easy on the Eye - Anne-
Marie Ward – 28 points 
 
Weilander Iron River Rose - Cheryl 
Newbey -12 points    
  
AGILITYAGILITYAGILITYAGILITY    
Zeba CCD RN ADX JDX TD - Peter 
Ward – 90 points 
 
T Ch Gunclip Smokey Jade CD ET 
TSDX RA JD - Bev & Jodie Auld – 70 
points 
 
OBEDIENCEOBEDIENCEOBEDIENCEOBEDIENCE    
Zeba CCD RN ADX JDX TD - Peter 
Ward – 125 points 
 
T Ch Gunclip Smokey Jade CD ET 
TSDX RA JD - Bev & Jodie Auld – 90 

points 
 
Sinaway Native Navaho RA JD HTMN 
DWDFN - Cheryl Newbey – 65 points 
 
Ch Grausturm Silver Lining TD - Jo 
Ward- 5 points 
 
Ch Greydove Blue Moon TD - Carolyn 
Gale – 5 points  
 
TRACKINGTRACKINGTRACKINGTRACKING    
T Ch Matrix RN - Christine Weetman – 
65 points 
 
Ch Belbracon Lover Seeker Keeper TD 
- Andrea Maxwell- 50 points 
 
Gunclip Cosmopolitan TD - Holly Cas-
sin- 50 points 
 
Zeba CCD RN ADX JDX TD - Peter 
Ward- 50 points 
 
Ch Bromhund Underline Me TD - An-
drea Maxwell – 45 points 
 
Ghostwind Pace and Grace TD - Mari-
anne Connell- 40 points 
 
Ch Grausturm Silver Lining TD - Jo 
Ward- 40 points 

 
Christine WeetmanChristine WeetmanChristine WeetmanChristine Weetman    
Pointscore Officer Pointscore Officer Pointscore Officer Pointscore Officer     

(Photo by Karen LeBlanc)(Photo by Karen LeBlanc)(Photo by Karen LeBlanc)(Photo by Karen LeBlanc)    
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BREEDER’S REGISTERBREEDER’S REGISTERBREEDER’S REGISTERBREEDER’S REGISTER    

This Breeder's Register is not a rec-
ommendation of any particular breed-
er over another. It is not a complete 
list of all Weimaraner breeders; but is 
a listing of breeders who are mem-
bers of the Weimaraner Club of WA 
and who have paid to have their ken-
nel listed in this Breeders' Register 
 
Refer to the website for mating /litter 
information. 
 
ASHBOLTASHBOLTASHBOLTASHBOLT    
Amanda and Scott Williamson 
Sunshine Coast QLD 
0418 711 392 
sunnyweis@bigpond.com 
    
BROMHUNDBROMHUNDBROMHUNDBROMHUND    
J & R & S Mayhew 
Melbourne VIC 
(03) 9689 5493 
bromhund@tpg.com.au 
www.bromhund.com.au 
    
FYRESIDEFYRESIDEFYRESIDEFYRESIDE    
Marg Cockburn 
Hampton VIC 
0407 332 479 
margcockburn@optushome.com.au 
fyreside.net 
 
WEILANDERWEILANDERWEILANDERWEILANDER    
Roz Buckley and Bevan Bastin 
Bairnsdale VIC 
(03) 51579375 
weilander@skymesh.com.au 
weilanderweimaraners.tripod.com 
 
GRAUSCHATZIGRAUSCHATZIGRAUSCHATZIGRAUSCHATZI    
Lenci Millman 
Geraldton WA 
(08) 9921 4535 
lencimillman@westnet.com.au 
ww.freewebs.com/
weimaranergrauschatzi 
 
BELBRACONBELBRACONBELBRACONBELBRACON    
Andrea Maxwell 
Perth WA 
belbracon@gmail.com 
www.belbracon.com/home.cfm 
 
GRISEUSGRISEUSGRISEUSGRISEUS 
David Hall and Michael Dwyer 
Silverdale NSW 
(02) 4774 2580 

Blackdog Wear 
The Weimaraner Club of WA is pleased to announce that 
we are now  stockists of Blackdog accessories. Blackdog is 
a wonderful Australian brand who manufacture excellent 
quality leads, collars, harnesses and training accessories. We will carry a small 
range of leads, collars and harnesses to sell at social meets, and training events. 

If you are after an item that we don’t stock, we are happy to make special orders 
for club members. See their website for a full product listing www.blackdog.net.au/ 

SPECIAL OFFER FROM  

houndstooth 
studiostudiostudiostudio    

Dates for your diary...Dates for your diary...Dates for your diary...Dates for your diary...    
    
Social MeetSocial MeetSocial MeetSocial Meet    
 
8th December @ 3pm — Piney Lakes Reserve. We will meet at the intersection of 
Berendt Grove and Sinclair Cres Winthrop. You are welcome to come and join us 
for our last social meet of 2013! 
 
19th January @ 8:30am—Leighton Beach Meet 
 
22nd February @ 4pm—Riverside Gardens (Milne and King William Street, 
Bayswater with sausage sizzle 



Weim Times  11 

 

WEIMARANER CLUB OF WEIMARANER CLUB OF WEIMARANER CLUB OF WEIMARANER CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIAWESTERN AUSTRALIAWESTERN AUSTRALIAWESTERN AUSTRALIA    

CONTACT US:CONTACT US:CONTACT US:CONTACT US:    

http://www.weiclubwa.comhttp://www.weiclubwa.comhttp://www.weiclubwa.comhttp://www.weiclubwa.com 

 

The opinions and views expressed in  

this Newsletter are not necessarily 

those of the Editor, Committee or 

members of the club, or necessarily 

endorsed  by the Editor, Committee or 
members of the club.  

 

Visit the website  
www.weiclubwa.com  

or find us on Facebook!  

Top Dogs!Top Dogs!Top Dogs!Top Dogs!    
Tracking Results for the 2013 Tracking SeasonTracking Results for the 2013 Tracking SeasonTracking Results for the 2013 Tracking SeasonTracking Results for the 2013 Tracking Season    
    
Tracking Champion:Tracking Champion:Tracking Champion:Tracking Champion:    
TCh Matrix RN – Owned and handled by Christine Weetman 
    
TD TD TD TD ––––    passed TDX5:passed TDX5:passed TDX5:passed TDX5:    
Ch Belbrcon Seeker Lover Keeper TD – Owned/bred/handled by Andrea Maxwell 
Belbracon Show Me the Money TD – Owned by Cartwright/Catherall and handled 
by D Phillips 
Gunclip Cosmopolitan TD – Owned and handled by Holly Cassin 
Zeba JDX ADX TD RN CCD - Owned and handled by Peter Ward 
 
TD TD TD TD ––––    passed TDX4:passed TDX4:passed TDX4:passed TDX4:    
Ch Grausturm Silver Lining TD – Owned and handled by Jo Ward 
Ch Bromhund Underline Me TD – Owned by Andrea Maxwell/handled by Carolyn 
Gale 
Ghostwind Pace and Grace TD – Owned and handled by Marianne Connell 
    
TD TD TD TD ––––    Passed TD2:Passed TD2:Passed TD2:Passed TD2:    
Ch Ghostwind Extraordinary – Owned and handled by Jennie Oliver 
    
TD 1:TD 1:TD 1:TD 1:    
Belbracon Silver Dollar – Owned and handled by Tammy Aitken 
 
    
Well done to Pete Ward and Zeba or the following results:Well done to Pete Ward and Zeba or the following results:Well done to Pete Ward and Zeba or the following results:Well done to Pete Ward and Zeba or the following results:    
 
!  3rd place in the state obedience trials for both CD and Rally A 
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In order to receive your Weimaraner Club discount for this seminar please state 
CLEARLY CLEARLY CLEARLY CLEARLY on your registration form that you are a FINANCIAL FINANCIAL FINANCIAL FINANCIAL member of the 

Weimaraner Club of WA  



Weim Times  13 

 

DOG CLUBS IN OR AROUND DOG CLUBS IN OR AROUND DOG CLUBS IN OR AROUND DOG CLUBS IN OR AROUND 
PERTHPERTHPERTHPERTH    

AGILITY CLUB OF WAAGILITY CLUB OF WAAGILITY CLUB OF WAAGILITY CLUB OF WA 
Club Type: Agility 
Ms Deb Baile, 154 Gardiner 
Road, Karragullen, WA 6111 
Phone: 0438 913 585 
contact@agilityclubwa.com 
www.agilityclubwa.com      

CLOVERDALE CANINE CLOVERDALE CANINE CLOVERDALE CANINE CLOVERDALE CANINE     
COMPANIONSCOMPANIONSCOMPANIONSCOMPANIONS 
Club Type: Obedience & Agility 
C Freele, PO Box 402  
CLOVERDALE WA 6985 
Phone: 9402 1807 or 
Training 9402 1807 (daytime) 
Phone: 9452 8098 after 5pm  

GOSNELLS OBEDIENCE GOSNELLS OBEDIENCE GOSNELLS OBEDIENCE GOSNELLS OBEDIENCE     
DOG CLUBDOG CLUBDOG CLUBDOG CLUB 
Club Type: Obedience & Agility  
Ms G Kay, 31 Tabubil Gardens, 
BALLAJURA WA 6066 
Phone: 0414 867 439 

GUN DOG CLUB OF WA (INC) GUN DOG CLUB OF WA (INC) GUN DOG CLUB OF WA (INC) GUN DOG CLUB OF WA (INC)  
Club Type: Breed Club + Gun Dog 
Activities 
Melinda Auld, 3 Hennessy Drive, 
Ashby. WA. 6065 
Phone: 9405 3139 
m.auld@iinet.net.au 

MANDURAH DOG CLUBMANDURAH DOG CLUBMANDURAH DOG CLUBMANDURAH DOG CLUB 
Club Type: TRAINING 
Karin Smale 
Phone: 9582 2546 

MIDLAND DOG TRAINING CLUBMIDLAND DOG TRAINING CLUBMIDLAND DOG TRAINING CLUBMIDLAND DOG TRAINING CLUB 
Club Type: Obedience & Agility 
Training  
The Secretary, P O Box 1522, Mid-
land. 6936 
Phone: 9377 6821 or 
Training - Jan Welyky 
Phone: 9572 2907 
www.midlanddogtraining.com  

NORTHERN SUBURBS TRAINING NORTHERN SUBURBS TRAINING NORTHERN SUBURBS TRAINING NORTHERN SUBURBS TRAINING     
& OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB& OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB& OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB& OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB 
Club Type: Obedience & Agility 
Training 
Mrs Frances Coull, PO Box 122, 
Greenwood. WA 6924 
Phone: 9447 1859 
www.northernsuburbsdogclub.org  

 

 

 

PERTH TRAINING & OBEDIENCE PERTH TRAINING & OBEDIENCE PERTH TRAINING & OBEDIENCE PERTH TRAINING & OBEDIENCE 
DOG CLUB (INC) DOG CLUB (INC) DOG CLUB (INC) DOG CLUB (INC)  
Club Type: Obedience & Agility 
Training 
Christine Meyer, 12 Barnsley Street, 
Queens Park. WA 6107 
Phone: 9356 8543 
christineX@iinet.net.au 

RETRIEVING CLUB OF WA (INC) RETRIEVING CLUB OF WA (INC) RETRIEVING CLUB OF WA (INC) RETRIEVING CLUB OF WA (INC)  
Club Type: Training & Competition 
events for Retrieving Breeds 
Ms L Strang, 450 Eagle Street, 
MUNDARING 6073 
Phone: 9295 0820 

ROCKINGHAM DOG CLUB (INC) ROCKINGHAM DOG CLUB (INC) ROCKINGHAM DOG CLUB (INC) ROCKINGHAM DOG CLUB (INC)  
Club Type: Obedience & Agility 
Ms S Kroon, PO Box 23 ROCKING-
HAM 6968 
Phone: 9419 7876 or 
Head Trainer - Caroline Hille 
Phone: 9592 5337  
rockinghamdogclub@iinet.net.au 
www.rockinghamdogclub.org.au  

SOUTHERN RIVER AGILITY SOUTHERN RIVER AGILITY SOUTHERN RIVER AGILITY SOUTHERN RIVER AGILITY     
& OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB& OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB& OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB& OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB 
Club Type: Obedience & Agility Club 
Thelma Lynch 42 Fitzwater Way, 
Spearwood WA 6163 
Phone: 9418 3318 or 
for Training enquiries only 
Phone: 0401584259  
tlynch@tadaust.org.au 
www.southernriverdogclub.org.au  

TRACKWEST DOG CLUBTRACKWEST DOG CLUBTRACKWEST DOG CLUBTRACKWEST DOG CLUB 
Club Type: Training & Events  
for Tracking 
Ms Carol Freele, 27 Aerolite Way, 
Beldon. WA 6027 
Phone: 9402 1807 
cfreele@westnet.com.au 
www.trackwest.com.au  

Dog activities Dog activities Dog activities Dog activities     
explained!explained!explained!explained!    
    

Have you considered trying one Have you considered trying one Have you considered trying one Have you considered trying one 
of the many ‘dog sports’ with of the many ‘dog sports’ with of the many ‘dog sports’ with of the many ‘dog sports’ with 
your Weimaraner? The following your Weimaraner? The following your Weimaraner? The following your Weimaraner? The following 
disciplines utilise the talents and disciplines utilise the talents and disciplines utilise the talents and disciplines utilise the talents and 
skills of the breed: AGILITY, skills of the breed: AGILITY, skills of the breed: AGILITY, skills of the breed: AGILITY, 
OBEDIENCE, TRACKING and OBEDIENCE, TRACKING and OBEDIENCE, TRACKING and OBEDIENCE, TRACKING and 
RETRIEVING.RETRIEVING.RETRIEVING.RETRIEVING.    

Go to the Canine Association of 
WA’s website and click on ‘Activities 
and Events’ for a step by step guide 
on how to get started. You must be a 
member and your dog registered 
with the CAWA in order for you to 
compete. See membership applica-
tions on the website. If you find the 
process difficult to understand, 
please don't hesitate to ask us for 
help.  

AGILITY AGILITY AGILITY AGILITY tests the dog’s ability to 
negotiate jumps, tunnels and obsta-
cles under timed conditions.     

OBEDIENCEOBEDIENCEOBEDIENCEOBEDIENCE teaches the dog to 
watch and listen for instructions from 
his handler. This is a great way to 
ensure your dog is socialised. 

TRACKINGTRACKINGTRACKINGTRACKING uses the Wei’s nose.  
The dog must follow a scent and 
‘track’. This is also good for older  
Weis who may be past running  
and jumping. Young weis are natu-
rals at this! 

RETREIVINGRETREIVINGRETREIVINGRETREIVING trains ‘gundogs’ to 
retrieve decoys from water and land 
and return it to their handler. What 
Wei doesn’t love to do this? 
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CALMING SIGNALS CALMING SIGNALS CALMING SIGNALS CALMING SIGNALS ––––    The Art of SurvivalThe Art of SurvivalThe Art of SurvivalThe Art of Survival    
Turid RugaasTurid RugaasTurid RugaasTurid Rugaas    

 
For species who live in packs, it’s important to be able to communicate clearly with one another. Clear communication ena-
bles them to cooperate when they hunt, to bring up their offspring, and perhaps most importantly: to live in peace with each 
other. Conflicts are dangerous - they cause physical injuries and a weakened pack, which is something that no pack can 
afford - it will cause them to go extinct. 
 
Dogs live in a world of sensory input: visual, olfactory, auditory perceptions. They easily perceive tiny details - a quick sig-
nal, a slight change in another’s behaviour, the expression in another's’ eyes. Pack animals are so perceptive to signals that 
a horse can be trained to follow the contraction in our pupils and a dog can be trained to answer your whispering voice. 
There’s no need to shout commands, to make the tone of our voice deep and angry – this is referred to as “swatting flies 
with a shovel.” 
 
There are at least 30 recognized “calming signals.” Some dogs have an incredibly rich "vocabulary," while some use only a 
few. It varies from dog to dog. The signals are international and universal. An elkhound in an isolated valley in Norway 
would understand a dog from Japan. They will have no communication problems! 
 
The problemThe problemThe problemThe problem    
 
Dogs try to use this communication system with humans, simply because it’s the language they know and think everyone 
understands. By failing to recognize calming signals, and perhaps even punishing the dog for using them, we risk causing 
harm to our dogs. Some dogs may simply give up using the calming signals, including with other dogs. Others may get so 
desperate and frustrated that they get aggressive, nervous or stressed out as a result. 
 
Basic knowledgeBasic knowledgeBasic knowledgeBasic knowledge    
 
Dad has learned in class that he needs to sound strict and dominant so that Prince will understand who is in charge. Prince 
finds dad’s voice to be threatening, so he instantly gives dad a calming signal in order to make him stop being aggressive. 
Prince will perhaps lick his own nose, yawn, turn away - which will result in dad becoming angry for real, because dad per-
ceives Prince as being pig-headed, stubborn and disobedient. Prince is punished for using his calming signals. This is a 
typical example of something that happens on an everyday basis with many dog owners. 
We need to learn to understand the language of dogs so that we can understand what our dogs are telling us. That is the 
secret of having a good life together. 
    
When dogs use calming signalsWhen dogs use calming signalsWhen dogs use calming signalsWhen dogs use calming signals    
The following is a list of some typical situations that dogs are naturally uncomfortable with and try to communicate their dis-
comfort with calming signals. 
• A person bending over him 
• direct, prolonged eye contact 
• a person’s face too close to his own face (e.g., kissing on the nose) 
• when someone sounds angry 
• when there’s yelling and quarrelling in the family 
• when someone is walking directly at the dog 
• when the dog is excited with happiness and anticipation (for instance by the door when you are about to go for a walk) 
• when you ask the dog to do something he doesn’t feel like doing 
• when your training sessions are too long and the dog gets tired 
• when he is confused 
• when a person hugs him 
• when he feels trapped 
 
THE SIGNALSTHE SIGNALSTHE SIGNALSTHE SIGNALS    
    
1. Licking/tongue flicks1. Licking/tongue flicks1. Licking/tongue flicks1. Licking/tongue flicks    
Licking is a signal that is used often, especially by black dogs, dogs with a lot of hair around their faces, and others whose 
facial expressions for some reason are more difficult to see than those of dogs with lighter colours, visible eyes and long 
noses. But anyone can use licking, and all dogs understand it no matter how quick it is. The quick little lick on the nose is 
easier to see if you watch the dog from in front. Sometimes it’s nothing more than a very quick lick, the tip of the tongue is 
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barely visible outside the mouth, and only for a short second. But other dogs see it, understand it and respond to it. Any 
signal is always returned with a signal. 
 
2. Sniffing the ground2. Sniffing the ground2. Sniffing the ground2. Sniffing the ground    
    
Sniffing the ground is a frequently used signal. You will see this a lot in groups of dogs, when you and your dog are out 
walking and someone is coming towards you, in places where there’s a lot going on, in noisy places, or when seeing objects 
that the dog isn’t sure of and finds intimidating, etc. 
 
Sniffing the ground may look anything like moving the nose swiftly down toward the ground and back up again, to sticking 
the nose to the ground and sniffing persistently for several minutes. 
 
Is someone approaching you on the pavement? Take a look at your dog. Did he drop the nose down toward the ground, 
even slightly? Did he turn his side to the one approaching and sniff the side of the road? 
 
Of course, dogs sniff a lot, in order to “read the paper” and enjoy themselves. Dogs are pre-programmed to use their noses 
and it’s their favourite activity. However, sometimes it’s calming - it depends on the situation. So pay attention to when and 
in which situations the sniffing occur! 
 
3. Turning away/turning of the head3. Turning away/turning of the head3. Turning away/turning of the head3. Turning away/turning of the head    
    
The dog can turn his head slightly to one side, turn the head completely over to the side, or turn completely around so that 
the back and tail is facing whoever the dog is calming. This is one of the signals you may see most of the time in dogs. 
When someone is approaching your dog from in front, he will probably turn away in one of these ways. When you seem 
angry, aggressive or threatening, you may also see one of these variations of the signal. When you bend over a dog to 
stroke him, he may turn his head away from you. When the dog is taken by surprise or takes someone by surprise, he will 
turn away quickly. The same happens when someone is staring or acting in a threatening way. 
 
In most cases, this signal will make the other dog calm down. It’s a fantastic way in which to solve conflicts, and it’s used a 
lot by all dogs, whether they are puppies or adults, high or low ranking, and so on. Allow your dog to use it! Dogs are ex-
perts at solving and avoiding conflicts - they know how to deal with conflicts. 
    
4. Play bow4. Play bow4. Play bow4. Play bow    
    
Going down with front legs in a bowing position can be an invitation to play if the dog is moving legs from side to side in a 
playful manner. Just as often, the dog is standing still while bowing and is using the signal to calm someone down. These 
signals often have double meanings and may be used in many different ways - often the invitation to play is a calming signal 
by itself because the dog is making a potentially dangerous situation less tense and diverts with something safe. 
 
Recently, in a puppy class with a mix of puppies, one of them was afraid of the others in the beginning. The others left him 
alone and respected his fear. In the end he would dare to approach the others. When he did, he went into a play bow as 
soon as one of the other dogs looked at him. It was an obvious combination of slight fear of the others, as well as wanting to 
take part in the playing. 
 
When two dogs approach each other too abruptly, you will often see a play bow. This is one of the signals that are easy to 
see, especially because they remain standing in the bow position for a few seconds so that you have plenty of time to ob-
serve it. 
    
5. Walking slowly5. Walking slowly5. Walking slowly5. Walking slowly    
    
High speed can be upsetting to many dogs, and they might want to go in to try and stop the one who is running. This is part-
ly a hunting behaviour and is triggered by the sight of a running human or dog. If the one running is coming straight at the 
dog, it involves a threat and a defence mechanism sets in. 
 
A dog that is insecure tends to move slowly. If you wish to make a dog feel safer, then you can move slower. When I see a 
dog react to me with a calming signal, I immediately respond by moving slower. 
Is your dog coming very slowly when you call him? If so, check the tone of your voice - do you sound angry or strict? That 
may be enough for him to want to calm you down by walking slowly. Have you ever been angry with him when he came to 
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you? Then this may be why he doesn’t trust you. Another reason to calm you may be if the dog is always put on a leash 
when coming when called. Take a look at your dog the next time you call him. Does he give you any calming signals when 
coming? If he moves slowly, you may need to do something different in the way you act. 
 
6. Freezing6. Freezing6. Freezing6. Freezing    
    
"Freezing" is when the dog stops abruptly and remains completely still, often looking out of the corner of his eye. This be-
haviour is believed to have something to do with hunting behaviour - when the prey is running, the dog attacks. Once the 
prey stops, the dog will stop too. We can often see this when dogs are chasing cats. This behaviour, however, is used in 
several different situations. When you get angry and aggressive and appear threatening, the dog will often freeze and not 
move in order to help you calm down. Other times the dog may walk slowly, freeze, and then move slowly again. Very often 
a dog will stop and remain still when someone is approaching. Should your dog be in a conflict situation with a human or 
dog and is unable to escape, freezing may be one attempt to calm the other dog or person. 
    
7. Sitting down7. Sitting down7. Sitting down7. Sitting down    
    
To sit down, or an even stronger signal, to sit down with the back turned towards someone - for instance the owner - has a 
very calming effect. It’s often seen when one dog wants to calm another dog who is approaching too quickly. Dogs may sit 
down with their backs turned against the owner when he or she sounds too strict or angry. 
 
8. Walking in a curve8. Walking in a curve8. Walking in a curve8. Walking in a curve    
    
This signal is frequently used as a calming signal, and it is the main reason why dogs may react so strongly towards meet-
ing dogs when they are forced to approach head on. Their instincts tell them that it’s wrong to approach someone like that. 
Forcing dogs to approach each other head on can cause them to feel anxious and defensive, and can eventually result in 
aggressive behaviour like barking and lunging at other dogs. 
 
Dogs, when given a chance, will walk in curves around each other. This is what they do when they meet off leash and are 
free to do things their own way. Allow your dog to do the same when he’s with you. Some dogs need large curves, while 
others only need a slight curve. Allow the dog to decide what feels right and safe for him, then, in time, he can learn to pass 
other dogs closer. Don’t make your dog walk in a heel position while you’re approaching someone - give him a chance to 
walk in a curve up to or past the person or other dog. If you keep the leash loose and let the dog decide, you will often see 
that the dog chooses to walk away instead of getting hysterical. 
 
For the same reason, people should not walk directly toward a dog, but walk up to it in a curve. The more anxious or ag-
gressive the dog is, the wider you should make the curve. 
 
9. Other calming signals9. Other calming signals9. Other calming signals9. Other calming signals    
    
By now you have learned about some of the more common calming signals. There are many more that have yet to be de-
scribed. I will mention a few more briefly so that you can make further observations: 
• Yawning 
• "Smiling", either by pulling the corners of the mouth up and back, or by showing the teeth as in a grin. 
• Wagging the tail - should a dog show signs of anxiety, calming or anything that clearly has little to do with happiness, a 
wagging tail isn’t always an expression of happiness. 
• Urinating, marking 
• Making the face round and smooth with the ears close to the head in order to act like a puppy. (No one will harm a puppy, 
is what the dog believes) 
• Some dogs act like puppies, jumping around and act silly, throwing sticks around, etc. if they discover a fearful dog nearby. 
This is intended to have a calming effect. 
 
Never force dogs into meeting othersNever force dogs into meeting othersNever force dogs into meeting othersNever force dogs into meeting others    
Allow the dogs to use their language in meeting situations so that they feel safe. Sometimes they will walk up to each other 
and get along, other times they feel that it’s safer to stay at a distance - after all, they have already read each other's sig-
nals, they do so even at a several hundred meters distance - there’s no need to meet face to face. 
 
In Canada, dog trainers who attended my lecture came up with a new name for these calming signals: "The Language of 
Peace." That’s exactly what it is. It’s a language that is there to make sure that dogs have a way to avoid and solve conflicts 
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and live together in a peaceful manner. And the dogs are experts at it. 
 
Start observing and you will see for yourself. Most likely, you will get a much better relationship with your dog and other 
dogs, too, once you begin to realize what the dog is really telling you. It’s likely that you will understand things you previous-
ly were unable to figure out. It is incredibly exciting, as well as educational. 
 
Welcome to the world of the dog, and to knowledge of a whole new language! 
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